
	 1	
2016	PARTY	PLATFORM	COMPARISON	

	
A	party	platform	is	a	set	of	principles,	goals,	and	strategies	designed	to	address	pressing	political	issues.	Each	party’s	platform	
is	broken	down	into	“planks,”	or	declarations	that	speak	to	each	specific	issue.	
How	does	each	party	view	the	following	issues?	How	do	they	propose	to	solve	or	address	the	problem?		
	
	 Democratic	Party	

democrats.org/party-platform	
Republican	Party	

gop.com/the-2016-republican-
party-platform/	

Terrorism	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

Employment/jobs	–	how	does	
each	party	propose	to	create	
jobs?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Healthcare	(ACA	“Obamacare”)		 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Add	an	additional	issue	that	you	
believe	is	important	
(e.g.	immigration,	energy,	
climate	change,	etc.)	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

OPTIONAL	:	
a)	For	each	issue,	was	the	party	specific	or	vague	in	stating	its	position?	Why	do	you	think	this	is	so?	
b)	What	role	does	each	party	believe	the	government	should	take?		(What	type	of	government	action	and/or	
legislation,	if	any,	does	each	party	support?)	
c)	For	each	of	these	issues,	which	party's	position	lines	up	with	your	own?	Ask	a	parent	the	same	question.	
	

(from	StudentNewsDaily.com/2016-presidential-election)	
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A	party	platform	is	a	set	of	principles,	goals,	and	strategies	designed	to	address	pressing	political	issues.	Each	party’s	platform	
is	broken	down	into	“planks,”	or	declarations	that	speak	to	each	specific	issue.	
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	 Libertarian	Party		
lp.org/platform	

Green	Party	
gp.org/platform_2016	

Terrorism	 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

Employment/jobs	–	how	does	
each	party	propose	to	create	
jobs?	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Healthcare	(ACA	“Obamacare”)		 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

Add	an	additional	issue	that	you	
believe	is	important	
(e.g.	immigration,	energy,	
climate	change,	etc.)	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
OPTIONAL	:	
a)	For	each	issue,	was	the	party	specific	or	vague	in	stating	its	position?	Why	do	you	think	this	is	so?	
b)	What	role	does	each	party	believe	the	government	should	take?		(What	type	of	government	action	and/or	
legislation,	if	any,	does	each	party	support?)	
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